absence of such circulation as the breeding ground for both vice and disease. Smith's medical writings-and his myriad cultural labors-are the evidences of his hope that New York City and the nation could in fact be freed of their standing water and stagnant minds. The framing device of his utopia, moreover, suggests that he wished to believe that text, too, was a means of curing the real world of disorder, intellectual barrenness, and contagion. Utopia's land and people were, however, invented; in the end, it was only in his imagination that Smith could satisfactorily create his land of brisk air and fast-flowing knowledge, the place in which bodies, minds and morals could truly be made sound. 11 Although Smith once referred to his utopian project as laying ''the aerial foundations of the visionary republic of Utopia,'' it was, then, more properly a kind of prescription, a recipe for health written in the face of disease. Almost every element of his imaginary republic's land, from its lack of marshes and lowlands to its ''pure and healthful air'' to its freedom from ''sudden transitions of temperature,'' offered the precise inverse of the features Smith associated with New York and Philadelphia's terrifying epidemics. Even Smith's odd little note that ''storms of wind & rain . . . are as frequent & as violent here as elsewhere,'' was a quiet response to his observation that in the terrible fever season of , there was ''but one thunderstorm, & this was very gentle. '' 12 In the manmade landscape of Utopia, too, the specter of sickness lurks just beneath a vision of health and order: Utopia's wide, straight boulevards are the precise opposite of the ''streets narrow, crooked, & unpaved'' that Smith believed collected water and filth and so contributed to New York's deadly epidemics. 13 Perfection, in Smith's vision, is shadowed by, even made from, plague.
Harmony and order are as central to Smith's vision as is healthfulness; describing Utopia's topography, climate, and settlement pattern at some length, Smith invents a state ''nearly equ-idistant from the Atlantic & the Mississippi,'' one possessed of land neither too bountiful nor too barren and mountains neither too tall nor too short. Smith also organizes Utopia's sixty-square-mile territory into neatly nesting subdivisions of county, town, society, and district, sketching them out in geometrically precise drawings that bring to mind L'Enfant's Washington pans. Even Utopia's population, ,, is a perfect square. For all its order, balance, and straight lines, however, Utopia is not simply an Enlightenment vision of the future. Smith had grown up in Litchfield, Connecticut, and New England as well as reason shaped his republic. His description of Utopia's landscape, from its lakes to its rolling hills, makes it more similar to his own northwestern region of Connecticut than to the Northwest Territory in which it ostensibly lay. For all his interest in authors such as Godwin and Condorcet, moreover, in his utopia Smith wrote of a citizenry rendered virtuous and harmonious by state-supported ministers; his late eighteenth-century utopia, as a result, bears echoes of the seventeenth-century founding of Connecticut's capital. New Haven had been intended as a New Jerusalem, a place in which moral authority would emerge from a seamlessly unified church and state; its original settlement, moreover, consisted of nine neat squares formed by roads meeting at perfect right angles. 14 Self-consciously seeking to create a new society, Smith partook of an old New England dream and, despite himself, dreamed of old New England.
In locating a utopian society within America, Smith was also, however, participating in a project that engaged his European contemporaries. In his  New Travels in the United States of America, J. P. Brissot de Warville had proposed a society to be founded in America and peopled by ''men of wisdom and information.'' Two years later, Dr. Joseph Priestley, vilified and persecuted in England, sent his son Joseph, Jr., and son-in-law Thomas Cooper off to America in search of land on which to start a community of ''English friends of freedom.'' That plan quickly failed, but the book that Cooper wrote detailing Priestley's efforts may have influenced Southey and Coleridge, whose own ''pantisocratic'' society was to be located, like Priestley's community, on the banks of the Susquehanna. 15 A young American's placement of his utopia on the margins of his new nation had, of course, a different resonance than an Englishman's plans for the Susquehannah. Smith was not coming to America but, in a real sense, going away from it, giving up on the extant states in hopes of starting over new in the American interior. Utopia, moreover, was oddly removed from the rest of the country: despite locating it between the St. Lawrence and Mississippi River systems, Smith insists that no ships larger than forty tons can reach it. If it is startling to find a young man in a young nation taking it upon himself to imagine a still newer polity, it is yet more surprising to witness a Federalist choosing as his utopian polity a state, and one whose educational, political, and economic systems are strikingly autonomous from the life of the nation and the power of the federal government. 16 Smith's Utopia, however, was neither a rejection nor an embrace of Federalism or American nation-building. Instead, his polity arises at the intersection of an ancient wish-to escape from and reform society at onceand a modern mechanism: the Northwest Ordinance. Given the subsidiary role of partisanship in Smith's thought, it is perhaps fitting that it was an invention of Jefferson himself that allowed Smith to elide the difference between engagement in and alienation from America's ongoing self-creation: the Northwest Ordinance's mechanism for achieving statehood meant that Smith could dream up a freestanding state, allow it to develop separately from the American nation, and then bind state to country in a way that preserved Utopia's separateness while nonetheless rendering it part of, and example to, the larger republic.
Smith explicitly notes that an important aspect of Utopia's exemplary civic virtue was to be its freedom from partisan strife. This wish for an ''absence of party-spirit'' was, of course, entirely conventional. Something more intriguing, however, lurks just beneath Smith's disdain of partisanship: a profound impatience with politics itself. Smith's imagined government, with its clerks and committees, its special desks and exacting rules for debate, is so elaborate not because of Smith's love for political process but rather because of his wish that Utopians might create and disseminate so much knowledge that politics would be rendered entirely unnecessary. Information is what Utopia's government makes and circulates, extracts from its citizens and bestows on them. And information is that which Utopia's citizens crave and create, and that which they are entitled to demand. It's no coincidence that Smith twice notes that officials' desks are equipped with writing implements-the pen, not the gavel or the sword, is the proper symbol of the Utopian state. The major purpose of an entire Utopian political unit, the county, is to be ''convenient for the administration of Justice, the communication of instruction to youth, the collection & circulation of moral, medical, agricultural, jural, & literary information,'' and to facilitate ''the transmission of every kind of intelligence, & prosecution of every plan of improvement.'' With its committee reports and detailed yearly census, Utopia's government would know a great deal about its citizens: ''no person can live in Utopia,'' Smith wrote, ''whose condition is not thoroughly known to some magistrate.'' 17 Citizens, in turn, would know everything about their government. In stark contrast to Smith's native Connecticut, Utopia is a place where minutes are kept and records preserved, and where all proceedings are open to the public (although citizens are not allowed to interrupt.) Smith's government, which constantly produces reports and demands openness of itself and its citizens, is, like the diary and the Medical Repository, a kind of tool; each is intended to foster knowledge and its correlates, virtue and health, through systematized observation and disclosure. 18 If enough knowledge can be collected and circulated, Smith's writings suggest, yellow fever, moral turpitude, and politics itself would all be washed away.
Given Smith's faith in the power of knowledge, it is not surprising that he devotes a large part of his text to sketching out an extensive public school system; few Americans, moreover, did not believe that a successful republic required an educated populace. Once again, however, Smith's quiet, orderly Utopia presents a rather striking variation on a common eighteenth-century theme. No state had a public education system as extensive and intensive as that Smith proposed. Utopian men would have been able to pursue their studies through the age of thirty, and Smith's plan to educate all children was notably more inclusive than the schemes of either Thomas Jefferson or Mary Wollstonecraft. 19 Smith's inclusion of females in his educational bounty is also striking. Boys and girls were all to study together through the age of twelve, ''under particular regulations'' through the age of seventeen, and ''under certain regulations'' through the age of twenty-two. Smith does note that boys and girls would be taught different ''mechanical employments,'' and his mention of ''regulations'' suggests that he wished to preserve a distinction between the education of males and females even when he was unsure exactly what that distinction-or its justification-might be. Nonetheless, girls and young women would, in Smith's imagined western state, have had the opportunity to study not only reading, writing, and arithmetic, but also, at the college level, ''French, German, Italian, Latin, & Greek . . . Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry . . . Natural philosophy & Astronomy . . . Rhetoric & Logic . . .'' Women were to be absent from Smith's Utopian university, however, and so unable to pursue professional careers; Smith also asserts, twice, that women were to be excluded ''from all political privileges.'' Like Smith's own social world, with its sex-segregated Friendly Club, Utopia was to be a place in which women's intellects were calmly respected and their domesticity calmly assumed. Women's carefully circumscribed liberation reminds us, moreover, of the hesitant nature of all of Smith's hopes for social transformation; Utopia was to be a place in which society could move toward perfection without passing through revolution or even disorder. The role of women reminds us as well that in Smith's perfected state, it was people like Smith-educated, cautious, and male-who would preside.
Smith's description of Utopia's system for educating children and young adults is detailed and earnest. It is in his description of Medical Institutions, however, that his delight in learning most clearly emerges, and it is there, amidst talk of mortality statistics and licensing exams, that his utopia finally begins to feel utopian. In this section of his utopia, Smith imagines a paradise of knowledge creation and circulation, a state in which medical and scientific investigations were cooperative, ongoing, and fully financed. The results are a bit unusual: for all its proliferation of medical institutions, Utopia, it seems, had no hospital. Instead, it was to have an abundance-given the population of the state, an unlikely superabundance-of medical inquiry, conversation, and publication. There are meetings, libraries, periodicals, and, not least, doctors from all over the United States flocking to subject themselves to an extraordinarily difficult licensing test. And whereas the rest of the United States and the world are mentioned elsewhere in the utopia only as the source of immigrants who need to be improved by Utopia's institutions, in this section, they are the useful sources of correspondents and knowledge. Those rivers too narrow to carry dangerous luxuries are apparently broad enough to bear medical communications from all corners of the globe. 20
Smith's section on Medical Institutions rings with his confidence in the socially and personally salutary effects of knowledge. In both his discussion of religion and of politics, however, Smith makes clear that he does not imagine a state in which the population is congruent with the community of shared inquiry and sensibility that he sought in his own life and that he conjured in his discussion of Utopian Medical Institutions. He wrote his utopia, he explained in his diary, ''for the purpose of shewing what improvements are compatible with the present condition of man, in our country''; in that condition, Smith makes clear, there would be required a cadre of moral and intellectual guides. 21 Thus, although Smith had, by , abandoned organized religion, in his utopia he firmly wove together church and state. Utopia is, to be sure, no Connecticut: whereas Smith had been schooled by a minister and had read the New Testament, by his estimate, six times by the age of eleven, the students in Utopia were apparently to have no religious teaching in their schools until college, at which point, one presumes, Smith felt they could evaluate religious teachings on their own. Utopian children were instead taught ''Morals,'' a category which, Smith's diary makes clear, for him included not only the works of Scottish philosophers, but also controversial, distinctly unchristian texts by Godwin and unrestricted investigations into the legitimacy of Christianity itself. 22 In the end, however, Smith relies not on Utopia's universal education nor on its just and strictly enforced laws, but on its Christian ministers and churches to render the republic's citizens moral. 23 Whether, in fact, Utopia's children could simultaneously absorb the teachings of Godwin and of their minister is uncertain. We might likewise wonder whether their parents would truly all agree on one minister for each ''society,'' and whether they would be satisfied with a system of government in which even town meetings would be attended only by a carefully chosen twenty-five men. The explicitness with which Smith declares-twice-that women are excluded from all political privileges suggests that he himself realized that the controlled improvements he longed for might seem to entail the kind of uncontrolled change he feared. Ultimately, Smith's Utopia is indeed a fantasy, albeit one cloaked in the sober garb of order and reason, in which choice always leads to consensus, knowledge flows freely without ever overrunning its proper channels, and an educated and enlightened populace willingly allows itself-because of its very education and enlightenment-to be governed and instructed by an even more educated and enlightened few.
Smith's Utopia is undeniably a response to s America: to its republican government, its unsettled land and politics, and even to its terrifying yellow fever epidemics. With its echoes of Godwin's Enquiry Concerning Political Justice and Condorcet's Historical View of the Progress of the Human Mind, and its immanent sense of man's potential for both creation and destruction, it is also the product of a transatlantic moment, a child of British radicals and French philosophes as well as of the new American nation. Smith's Utopia is also, however, part of a much older quest. Confronted with their own era's extraordinary religious and political strife, seventeenth-century thinkers such as Comenius, Bacon, and Leibniz had proposed universal languages and international consortia of scholars, and had dreamed of a world in which all forms of knowledge-religious, scientific, social-would be understood as flowing from a single source. Dubbing such people ''pansophists,'' after the utopia of Comenius, Frank Manuel explains that they imagined a polity in which ''men would be joined in knowledge in rebus, knowledge that was concrete, sensate, based on objects in the real world. All things and their relations would be perceived with new clarity'' (). Smith's Utopia is a Connecticut deist's pansophia, and although his vision, like all the others, never came to fruition, in its writing Smith joined the kind of transatlantic-and transtemporalcommunity of inquiry he hoped to create.
For all its detail and length, Smith's utopia is a fragment of his planned project, and it is unclear what would have become of it had he lived. The text he did complete makes frequent mention of sections he hoped to write. At the time of his death, however, Smith had apparently laid the utopia aside for months, and he was increasingly devoting his time to his work on the Medical Repository. Nonetheless, Smith had once before returned to the project after a long hiatus, and the dreams of perfectibility and consciousness of corruption that had inspired the project clearly continued to move him. Another mystery of the utopia is the apparent secrecy in which Smith held it. Smith loved to discuss his writings and translations with others, and he published both literary and medical offerings in newspapers and journals. Yet he never mentioned plans to publish the utopia. Nor, even more strikingly, does he seem to have shared it with the Friendly Club. Because Smith occasionally notes without elaboration that he showed journal passages to friends, it is impossible to know whether he kept his unusual project entirely to himself; it is clear, though, that he quite consciously refused to circulate his vision of circulation. Perhaps he wished to complete it and then present it fully-formed to the ''statesmen'' he hoped would use it as a model. Perhaps he, who believed his writing would display the true workings of his mind and heart, was uneasy about exactly what the utopia might reveal. Or perhaps he sensed that he could treat the text as a practical model for social change only while he was writing it; once completed, and particularly once published, it would melt into a work of fiction. In any event, Smith's intentions for his utopia will have to remain a mystery. In September , yellow fever once again spread outward from New York City's swampy streets, and forced Smith to leave both his perfect and his imperfect worlds behind. . ''Proem,'' November , Diary, . Cronin is silent about his decision not to include the Utopia. He does not explain in his Introduction why he removed this long, unpublished work, and he uncharacteristically fails to note in the text the excision of the second and third major parts of the project. It appears that Smith had two periods of concerted activity on the Utopia, one in August and September , and one in September . On  August , Smith wrote that he ''Began to trace out the rude & irregular outline of my Utopia'' (Diary ); in his postscript for that month, he wrote disparagingly that he'd written ''a few scraps on my Utopia'' (Diary ); and in his preface for September, in a more jovial mood, he recorded his plans ''to lay the aerial foundations of the visionary republic of Utopia'' (Diary ). Almost a year later, on Wednesday,  September , Smith noted ''Wrote eight pages on my Utopia'' (Diary ); the next day wrote ''Composed the short title 'Of the County' '' (Diary ); and on Saturday, September , noted: ''Wrote the article Medical Institutions under the title Utopia, in the second volume'' (Diary ). In his summary of ''Industry of September ,'' Smith noted that he had written  pages ''Concerning Utopia.'' (Diary ).
. The novel fragment is called ''The Anti-Jacobin.'' Dunlap, Diary I:. . Cronin's reasons for excising the second half of Smith's biography of Hitchcock are mysterious. He notes that it is ''of little interest,'' but it seems neither more nor less significant than the rest of the biography, and the ten-line poem with which it concludes is the only original verse Cronin saw fit to remove. The sentence with which the excised passage begins: ''The State of Georgia had recently, by a Legislative act, made provision for the establishment & partial support of an academy in every County Town,'' moreover, suggests another possible inspiration of Smith's Utopian educational system. . Smith presented the Ibrascha passage to the Friendly Club at their meeting of  May  (Diary ) and recommended it to Brown in a letter of  March  (Diary ). On  August , he noted that he read ''the passage which I had translated from Riouffe'' to his friends the Lovegroves; this is likely the Ibrascha passage, which is far longer than either of the other two Riouffe translations and which Smith seems to have made a point of sharing (Diary  ''Memoranda ''). Smith mentions his wish to translate and publish the Memoires in the entries for  February  (Diary ) and  April  (''Memoranda ,'' Diary ).
. The Roland passage appears between the entry for  April  and  April  (''Memoranda '' and ''Memoranda ,'' Diary .) the Bailly between ''Letter Seventh on the Fever'' and the entry for  April  (''Memoranda ,'' Diary ).
. The Fragment appears between the ''Preface'' for the ''Eighteenth Week,'' and ''Memoranda,  (),'' which is the entry for  July  (Diary ). Smith notes, however, that ''it was written some time since''-probably, I believe, near the time he translated the Roland and Bailly passages. Both the tone and phrasing of the ''Fragment'' bring to mind those translations: ''Without being in the flower of her age,'' reads the Roland extract, ''she was still captivating. . . . Her countenance was very animated, but her misfortunes & long confinement had impressed it with marks of melancholly, which tempered her natural vivacity. . . . Something more than is ordinary, found in the eyes of woman, was painted in her large, black eyes, full of expression & of sweetness.'' In his ''Fragment,'' Smith writes, ''Why did I not know her, why do I not remember her, in this her blossom-time of beauty. . . . Where shall I find, even now, altered as she is, worn with incessant cares, grey & faded with untimely age, one with whom to compare her?. . . . she had a mind, a soul-& it was painted, it spoke, it started forth, from her lips, her eyes, her dark, long, and flexible brows, her open, & sublime forehead, her whole face-not handsome-but O! how beautiful!'' . Throughout the diary, Smith wrote letters to Mrs. Tracy in which he gave his opinions on reading and solicited hers, confided his hopes and fears and, above all, begged her to continue the correspondence and friendship which meant so much to him. It was Mrs. Tracy whom Smith visited first during his many visits to Litchfield, and it was she to whom Smith read aloud his long letter explaining his abandonment of organized religion. Smith's love for Mrs. Tracy-as he unfailingly called her-is unmistakable, as is his determination to cast that love in a nonromantic, and at times even impersonal, light. In letters explaining to Mrs. Tracy that they owed it to society to continue their potentially scandalous correspondence, Smith in fact achieved an Arthur Mervyn-like (and similarly Godwin-inflected) capacity for self-justification. See particularly EHS to SBT, Tuesday,  December  (Diary -).
. The first, which he titles ''Language I,'' comes between the  September and  September  entries (Diary ). ''Language II,'' which is the source of the quoted passage, comes in the middle of the  October  entry. Smith quickly abandoned the plans, but his assiduous copy-editing of his own and his friends' texts was perhaps the mundane but useful descendant of this lofty quest for perfect communication.
. Discussions of Webster's evolving ideas can be found in Monaghan - and Simpson -.
. This vision of circulation, as well as Smith's belief that ''education,'' which he defined as ''the sum of successive impressions,'' formed the individual (Diary ), served as the general intellectual inspiration of the Utopia's creation. There were also, however, more immediate spurs. In a March  letter to his friend John Allen, then serving in the Connecticut legislature, Smith had explained his belief that the purpose of all property should be social betterment, and that governments needed actively to promote citizens' welfare; he had also made suggestions about how to improve the state's schools that closely paralleled his later remarks in the Utopia. ''It is not sufficient that the Government of a Nation should not place any obstacles in the way of each citizen to happines,'' Smith wrote, ''but it is the duty of every Government to do all in it's [sic] power to augment that happiness. For the design of all Political Institutions should be to assist, as well as protect; a design never accomplished where encouragement does not go hand in hand, with restraint.'' EHS to John Allen  March  (Diary ). Allen's apparent failure to introduce a bill promoting Smith's ideas in the legislature, as Smith had hoped, may have prompted Smith to turn from practical politics toward theoretical. Another inspiration may have come from Smith's friend Charles Brockden Brown. The writing of Alcuin, in which Brown portrayed a ''paradise of women,'' overlapped with the writing of Smith's Utopia; the two frequently read their journals to each other and may well have discussed their wildly different visions. A third prompt may have been a Monthly Review and London Register article about Christopher Wieland's book of imaginary travel, Agathon. Smith came upon the piece at a friend's house a few days after recording his intention to write a utopia, and he noted in his diary that he was ''delighted'' with the extracts the review contained. These extracts, which included the assertions that it was ''the duty of a good citizen rather to trust the law than his own preconceptions,'' and that men cannot become ''better'' until all individuals, ''from the constable to the king, shall have become as wise as it belongs to each in his relative situation to be, in order to do his duty and to be truly useful to the human race,'' were, he wrote, ''very nearly conformable with my philosophy,'' and they seem to find expression in the stern benevolence of Smith's Utopian state. Smith mentioned the extracts in his diary entry of  August  (''Memoranda ,'' Diary ). The article is to be found in the Appendix of the Monthly Review and London Register, September-December , -; quotes are at -. Finally, and closer to home, the settlement of the Connecticut Reserve, a piece of land located just east and north of Smith's Utopia, may also have spurred on his project. Reserve land had been sold to speculators in , and, on  July -one month before Smith wrote of his plans to sketch a utopia-settlers led by Moses Cleaveland had founded a village, complete with town square and sterling intentions.
. ''On the Fever of . Letter Third,'' as drafted in Smith's diary of March, .
. The phrase is from Smith's ''Letter Fifth'' March  draft; later in the same Letter Smith again deplored the city's ''crooked, unpaved, sunken & illy-ventilated streets.'' . New Haven's town plan, Rollin G. Osterweis suggests, was based on Roman ideals ''familiar to informed people in the Stuart England from which [New Haven's founders] had departed.'' Osterweis . Smith's use of religion as an ethical system was, needless to say, quite different from the Puritan vision that inspired New Haven's founders.
. Brissot's plan was translated by Joel Barlow, and so was perhaps familiar to Smith. Smith may have read Thomas Cooper's account of Priestley's plans; it's also possible that Smith learned of Priestley's plans through Benjamin Rush, who sold Priestley land and who was Smith's teacher and correspondent. (Park -). It's unlikely Smith could have learned of Coleridge and Southey's plans, since most were contained in personal letters and Smith did not come upon any of Coleridge's writings, including those involved in the pantiscratic dream, until after he'd begun his project. There are also other reformist and utopian texts that cannot be decisively linked to Smith but that he seems likely to have read. In , Joel Barlow had published his Advice to the Privileged Orders, in which he held up America as an example of human potential (partially) fulfilled, and argued for the wider distribution of knowledge. Smith eagerly read the works of the Wits-some of whom he knew personally-and would have been particularly drawn to a Barlow work pondering social reformation. William Hodgson's  piece, The Commonwealth of Reason, resembles Smith's in its detailed description of political institutions, although his insistence that the state not subsidize religion in any way differs from Smith's plan. Tunis Wortman, a friend of Smith who was a secretary of New York's Democratic-Republican Society, delivered an oration titled, ''An oration on the influence of social institutions upon human morals and happiness,'' to the Tammany Society in May . Smith, rather oddly, does not mention reading it (although it was soon published) but Wortman's efforts may have informed the conversations the two shared and may even have served as a challenge to Smith to construct his own vision.
. The resultant emphasis on Utopia's relative isolation, in combination with Smith's description of its dependence on agriculture and on home manufactures, meant that this young, Federalist city-dweller fashioned a republic whose sturdy yeoman independence and purity would have delighted Thomas Jefferson or James Madison, not Alexander Hamilton. While Smith's desire to be free from reliance on foreign goods does not differentiate him from Hamilton, his emphasis on agriculture, his mistrust of ''manufactories,'' and the general tenor of his utopian project, do. For discussions of Federalist and Republican views on trade, transportation, and manufactures, see, for example, McCoy, particularly chapter , and The Age of Federalism.
. The Foucauldian resonance of Smith's system, with its internalized civic discipline and the faintly sinister benevolence of its government surveillance, seems readily apparent. It is also worth noting, given Smith's urgent concern with yellow fever and his vision of medical institutions, described below, that Foucault turned to the practices of early modern plague towns in order to depict the disciplinary technology he saw developing. See Discipline and Punish : ''The enclosed segmented space, observed at every point, in which the individuals are inserted in a fixed place, in which the slightest movements are supervised, in which all events are recorded, in which an uninterrupted work of writing links the centre and periphery, in which power is exercised without division, according to a continuous hierarchical figure, in which each individual is constantly located, examined and distributed among the living beings, the sick and the dead-all this constitutes a compact model of the disciplinary mechanism.'' . ''To have all our secret sentiments & wishes, all our hidden & open actions, exposed to our reflection, and arranged in regular succession & array,'' Smith had written in an autobiography begun in  and copied into the Diary in , ''what method gives more ample promise of obtaining self-knowledge'' (Diary ). In The Medical Repository, in turn, Smith hoped that he and his fellow editors would suc-ceed in drawing together the observations of scientists, doctors, and all interested men; the resultant collective medical panopticon would reveal the true nature of disease and so free humanity of its predations.
. See Robson -. For a comparison of Smith's plan to those of Wollstonecraft and Jefferson, see note , Utopia.
. Smith's vision of his medical institutions was, like all aspects of his utopia, influenced both by his reading and by his experience. Smith was plagued by a sense of his limitations as a doctor, and blamed them on a variety of causes: the difficulty of exchanging information with other doctors, the difficulty of communicating in Latin, and the expense associated with books, dissections, and time spent studying. Each of these problems is carefully addressed either in Smith's description of Utopia's Medical Institutions or in his description of its educational system. Even Smith's brief note that candidates for accreditation would not be punished for candidly confessing the errors in their system was a direct response to his angry belief that society perpetuated ignorance by forcing it to remain hidden. Smith's ability to transform what had been a debilitating sense of personal inadequacy into a rather confident social critique was likely informed by his immersion in Condorcet. Smith spent many afternoons in late  and in  ''reading in Condorcet''; although he does not identify the volume, based on the timing and on later reference to ''Condorcet's Posthumous Works,'' it was likely his ''Historical View of the Progress of the Human Mind,'' in which he argued for the need to have both a widely educated populace and a small group of highly educated individuals who more expertly pursued scientific truth, a ''voluntary organization of world scientists acting under a common direction and in accordance with a 'perpetual' plan of research'' (Manuel and Manuel ) . By , Smith had already drawn up plans for a national medical organization; Condorcet's writings would only have confirmed his sense of the need for the broadest possible community of inquiry, a community whose pursuit of the truth would produce moral and physical health in the wider society.
. ''Introduction'' to August  (Diary ). . For Smith's definition of the study of morals, see his letter to sister Abigail of  March  (Diary ); his remarks on a conversation with Mrs. Tracy in the entry of  November  (Diary ); and his musings on ''the great difficulty in the way of spreading the moral truth,''  November  (Diary ).
. By the time of his utopian project, Smith himself had abandoned organized religion; his Sundays were filled with ''ablutions'' rather than church services, and, in a letter to Mrs. Tracy, he deplored society's custom of putting ''our reason under the guidance of a priest.'' EHS to SBT,  January  (Diary ). Smith even made a career in New York rather than Connecticut in part because of his home state's law requiring church membership.
T H E U T OP I A
The flourishing condition of the State of Utopia, lately admitted into the Union, renders it an interesting subject of inquiry. The absence of partyspirit; the harmony with which all the internal affairs of that Common- 
The State of Utopia is a territory of sixty miles square, situated in the interior of the United States, nearly equi-distant from the Atlantic & the Mississippi, between the th and st degrees of north latitude. 2 The face of the country is very much broken up into hills & vales, a few high mountains, but no extensive plains. As there are no great waters in the whole State, so there are neither any considerable marshes, or tracts of intervale or low land. No country is more abundant in rapid & fertilizing streams, or more delightfully interspersed with little lakes. But tho' it is from these lakes that several navigable rivers derive their sources, & to these mountains that they are indebted for their origin, yet no stream, navigable for vessels of more than forty tuns, is to be found in all this territory. Neither do these streams, or lakes, or mountains, tho' so abundant, any where form a natural division between any particular portion of the territory. The soil of Utopia is no wise distinguished for it's good qualities, from that of the neighboring States. Like them, it is adapted for the rearing of cattle, sheep, grains, maize, &c. all of which it yields to diligent culture. Tho' not peculiarly adapted to fruits, there are none, which are of the proper growth of the temperate zone, which may not be raised, by careful attention. Accordingly, they are abundant; for the people are wise & industrious.
Like the rest of the States, Utopia is well-wooded. Lime-stone, marl, Clay, a sort of coarse marble, well adapted for building, & Iron, are found in great plenty. Veins of Lead and Copper have also been discovered; & Plumbago exists, as in the neighboring territory, in sufficient plenty. Several salt-springs are found in the country; so that it is not indebted to the Atlantic States for this article; & the Sugar=Maple has been made, for several years, a subject of legislative attention, &, as will be shown hereafter, is cultivated in every part of the State. 4 Such are the natural advantages & disadvantages of Utopia.-From a consideration of the preceeding particulars, it will be evident, that the people can never engage extensively in commerce or manufactures; that
The Utopia  what are commonly called the luxuries of life, must be procured at an increased expense; & that being, from the very nature of their situation, obliged to cultivate the earth, they must of consequence, become a hardy, temperate, frugal, laborious, & enterprising race of men.-The long transportation of foreign articles & defect of water-carriage, obliges them to keep up domestic manufactures, while it prevents the growth of manufactories. The same cause confines consumption of the produce of their own labour, more to themselves than would otherwise be the case; & makes them rather the providers for their neighbours, than for foreign nations.-But I mean to state facts, & leave inferences to others.
The State of Utopia, comprehending, as has been remarked above, a territory of Sixty miles square, is divided into Nine Counties,-each twenty miles square; each County is subdivided into nine Towns, of equal sizei.e. a little more than six miles & a half square; each town is still further divided into Five Societies-lastly, each of these Societies comprehends Four Districts. 5 Each County, to a certain degree, is independent of every other County, indued with the necessary powers to regulate it's internal concerns, compel the obedience of it's citizens, &c. &c. Each Town is a lesser community, invested with similar civil, political, & economical authority, so far as relates to its precincts: the Societies are divisions constituted with a more particular regard to the steady maintenance of religious & moral instruction; as the Districts are for the special purpose of general instruction. But the precise objects of these several divisions will be best understood by entering into a minute detail of their powers; which will likewise display the peculiar advantages of this social organization.
The Legislative authority is vested, by the constitution of Utopia, as by that of the United States, in a General Court, or Congress, or Assembly, of two Houses, & a Governor or President. The Governor is elected, annually, by the citizens at large. It is necessary that he have a majority of suffrages. The Senate consists of twelve members, (beside the Lieutenant Governor, who is president official of the Senate,) chosen from the State at large, annually, by the whole number of electors, & a plurality of suffrages. The Lieutenant Governor is elected as the Governor. 6
Each Town sends a member to the House of Representatives-so that the number of its members is Eighty-One. This is not an exact apportionment, either as population or property is regarded; but there are advantages resulting from the circumstances of superior population & property, where they occur, which counterbalance this inequality. 7 These will be made apparent in due time: meanwhile, it may be remarked that the House of Representatives is sufficiently numerous.
Sect.  Qualifications of an Elector
Females are absolutely excluded from all political privileges. 8 No male, not a native of Utopia, is allowed the privileges of a citizen, till after a residence of ten years-if a foreigner-i.e. not a native of the U.S. or if a native of the U.S. & not of Utopia, till after a residence of five years; during which time he must have sustained a good moral character and at which time he must be  years of age. All male natives of Utopia, who have attained the age of twenty one years, & against whom no impeachment or conviction of immoral conduct lies, are permitted to vote, & be voted for. 9 No person not a native of the U.S. can hold any legislative, judicial, or executive trust, in Utopia; nor can a native of another State, till after a residence therein of ten years, who is more than twenty one, & of a good moral character. 10 A public & legal conviction of the commission of any Crime, is a disfranchisement of the person so convicted, for a greater or less number of years,-as hereafter to be shewn.
Sect.  Elections in Utopia
The Representatives are chosen semi-annually; of consequence, there are two elections in each year. These are held early in the Spring, & in the Autumn; in April, & in September. 11 The Election for the Governor, Lt. Governor, & Senators, is in the Spring, at the same time with that of the Representatives. At the autumnal election, the Electors vote for three persons, as Governor, three as Lt. Governor, & twenty-four as Senators. It is the business of the Autumnal Legislature, after canvassing the votes of the whole State, to declare who are the three persons who possess the most suffrages as Governor, who the three as Lt. Governor, & who the twenty four as Senators. The List of these names is published; is called the Nomination; & from the Nomination are the Gov. Lt. Gov. & Senators, to be elected, at the spring election of the ensuing year.-This is mentioned in this place, as it shews what is the business of the Electors at their stated semi-annual meetings. I shall now proceed to describe the mode of doing business at these meetings.
Formerly, when the population of Utopia was inconsiderable, & when many of the Towns scarcely contained fifty electors, it was customary for the whole number of electors in a town to assemble at the same place. Now that the country is well inhabited, & that no town includes less than five hundred electors, the whole number never assemble together, on any business of this kind. Instead of this, the electors meet in their several Societies.
By a Law of the State, passed about fifteen years ago, & occasioned by the disturbances which, even in Utopia, sometimes arose at elections, where the Assembly was numerous, a particular & uniform method of transacting the business of elections is pointed out-any deviation from which vitiates the votes of the Society in which it happens.-Each Society in the State is obliged, at it's own proper cost, to erect a suitable commodious building, for the express purposes of holding meetings for Society, town, County, & State purposes. The principal room of this building is large enough to accommodate all the electors of that Society.-The seats of the Electors are disposed somewhat in the form of an amphitheater. They are numbered, & each marked with the name of the elector who occupies it. Room is always left for new seats-as new members of the electoral body appear. Before each seat is a table-with the necessary implementspen, paper, &c. At the head of the Hall, on an elevated seat, is placed the Civil Officer, oldest in authority, in the Society. He is official presiding Officer, on this occasion-& is, on this & like occasion, called the Moderator. In his absence, the other Civil Officers of the Society, supply his place-according to seniority of appointment. As each Society has it's Clerk, the Clerk of the Society is Secretary to the Electoral Assembly. In his absence, a secretary for the time is nominated by the presiding officer, & chosen by shew of hands by the electors. The remaining Civil Officers of the Society are seated on either hand of the Secretary; & the Constables of the Society, or Parish, attend, to execute the resolutions of the Meeting & assist the Moderator, if need be, to preserve order.-A particular hour for assembling is fixed by Law. One third of the number of electors is necessary to constitute a legal meeting. To the end of always procuring such a meeting, it was formerly thought necessary to pass several severe laws, & invest the presiding Officer with great authority. These laws are still in force; tho' the virtuous habits of the people have long since rendered them unnecessary.-On the presence of one third of the electors of the Society, business is to be commenced. If within one hour after the period stated by law, a sufficient number do not appear, the Moderator has authority to send & inforce their attendance-& on their refusal, to fine them, not exceeding a certain sum, (to be recovered, for the State, by legal process,) & even to imprison them. No elector, who for four successive days of election, absents himself, is allowed to preserve his electoral privileges; unless he can shew satisfactory reason, to the Civil authority of the Town in which he resides. But there has occurred no instance, wherein it has been necessary to enforce these laws for several years. As it is probable they had some influence, originally, in bringing about that strict attendance which is now common on occasions of this nature, I tho't it proper to notice them. 12 The Session being constituted, no elector is permitted to speak out of his place, to vote out of his place, or to quit the Assembly without leave of the electors formally requested & obtained. Within a week after this general election, the Civil Officers of each town meet in the Town Hall. The oldest in appointment presides, & the TownClerk officiates as Secretary. The Abstracts of the votes of the respective Societies are put together, & a general statement is made out-certified by the Officers-which is, together with the original votes of the electors, transmitted to the Legislature. The law renders it necessary that this return be made by the second day of the session.-When this has been done, the votes of the several Societies are counted, for the Representative of the Town. He who has the plurality is elected. A certificate of his election is made out on the spot, signed by the presiding Officer, & countersigned by the Townsclerk; & this certificate is the voucher of the Representative. All this business is done with open doors. Any person may witness the transaction; but none save the magistrates can take any part therein. The Constables attend to preserve order.
Such is the mode pursued on elections. But there are other meetings of the freemen, beside those for election; tho' no other business, save that  of the election, can be transacted on those days.-In all these meetings a rigid order is observed. The manner of conducting these assemblies does not much vary from that of legislative bodies. All business is brought up by motion-duly seconded-& agreed to by a vote of members present. The discussions are regular-strictly confined to the subject-no member is allowed, without special permission, to speak more than a certain number of times-& questions are taken by division. If one third of the members desire it, the ayes & noes must be taken. All proceedings are matter of regular record.
There are galleries to all these Society Halls-in which it is common for the young men to attend, on all particular occasions. 13 It is unnecessary to be more full here-as the powers of the several Societies, Towns, &c. will come to be afterwards considered.
Sect.  Verification of Powers, & Canvassing of Votes
On the first day of the meeting of the Representatives, they proceed to a verification of their powers. A Chairman & Clerk are chosen. Six of the persons present are appointed tellers. The Chairman produces his certificate, & so on, in the legal order of the Towns-till all present are decided on.-This done, they elect, by ballot, a Speaker, & a Clerk.
Meantime, the Senate is formed by those who composed it before. As soon as the House of Representatives is formed, a message is sent thereupon to the Senate. A joint-Committee of the House is appointed, who canvass the votes for Gov. Lt. Gov. & Senator. This is done openly; & their report is final. The old Senate is thenceforth dissolved; the new Senate commences it's session; the houses concur in a message to the Gov. elect; & a time is fixed on for his meeting them. This takes place agreeable to customary formalities; & is always in the morning.-The day is a day of public festivity, which is celebrated in a manner hereafter to be particularly described.
. In the center, as near as may be, of each District, is a School,-called the district, primary, or elementary School. In this School children of both sexes are admitted-ordinarily, from the age of three or four to that of seven or eight. 14 These schools are mostly taught by women. The children are learned the alphabet-spelling-simple reading-the elements of The expence of Education being so inconsiderable, to the immediate subject of it, few men in Utopia are ill-educated. It is unusual for men to enter into public life, or into the exercise of a profession, till after having passed thro' the University: I mean thro' that division of it which relates to his particular business. 20 A general idea of all science is obtained at Collegeparticular instruction is perfected at the University.-It is common for men to continue there till they are twentyseven, eight, nine, or thirty.- [Diagram] North Hill Township merely an example. Each township subdivided into Five Societies. The Central Society constitutes the town properly so called, & has less territory, as its population may naturally be supposed greater than that of either of the other Societies. The four remaining Societies are of equal size. The dotted lines not only shew the principal roads; but also mark the divisions of the several Societies into Districts. This division will be more accurately shewn in subsequent diagrams.
[Diagram] This diagram shows the simplest division of the central society of a township, not a County town, into School Districts; & is calculated for the ordinary population. When the population is very much increased, the number of Districts may be augmented, by a variety of division; but this is supposed to be the established division in Utopia, at present. The dotted lines not only mark the boundaries of each District, but also the principal Streets or ways; & their point of union forms a square; on the corners of which the public buildings are supposed to be customarily placed. This will be matter for more minute explanation hereafter. My design is simply to display the fundamental structure of the State.
This diagram is not laid down with minute accuracy; nor is it material that it should be. All that is important is to give a general notion of what is intended. This represents either of the societies, except the central society, of a township, divided into four Districts. No material inconvenience will arise from the unequal extent of these districts. They will be formed about equally populous. The nearer we approach the Center Society, or Town, the more closely will the people be settled, & the reverse. This begets a necessity for allowing more territory for the extreme districts, than for the central ones. Children will have further to travel to school, but being chiefly farmers children, they will be more robust, & better able to encounter the fatigue. After all, this will be very trifling, the greatest distance to school not exceeding two miles-nor to church, for the parents, four miles. The dotted lines, as in the preceding diagram, shew the boundaries & principal road of each district of the Society. Their point of union, forms a square, in the same manner, for parades, exercises, &c. & its corners are devoted to public buildings as hereafter to be particularly mentioned.
[Diagram] This diagram represents the interior of a central district. The other Districts differ only in form. The dotted lines mark the union of four streets in a common center. The double row of central dots shews that the path does not lead across the central point. That is occupied by the Primary School=House, which is surrounded by an area devoted to the sports of the children; ornamented with shrubs &c. in various parts, & supplied with a pump, or basin, or jet d'eau.-A more particular description is reserved for a future Chapter of the History of Utopia.
            
Every township in Utopia is divided into five Societies for the maintenance of public worship, according to some christian code; & each Society is subdivided into four Districts, for the purpose of bestowing elementary instruction in the english language, in morality, &c.-The Districts are subservient to various other purposes, as will be shewn in the course of this work.
Each Housekeeper in every District of Utopia, is required to cause to be enrolled in the Register of the District, his name, the names & sex & age of each member of his family, every year, in the first week of May; except that where no alteration has taken place in the previous year, it is only necessary to notify the Register thereof-& if any alteration, wherein it consists. Thus no person can live in Utopia, whose condition is not thoroughly known to some magistrate. The above gives a more correct idea than mere words of the manner in which the Register receives information, yearly. Every Housekeeper in the District is provided with printed forms-which he has only to fill up. 22 The Register opens an acct. (if it may so be called) with each-& tho he preserves the original Notes, yet he records them under the name of each House=keeper.
Form of a Notification
All persons qualified to exercise the right of suffrage in Utopia, are legal members of the District Meetings. The qualifications are the having attained to twenty-one years, & sustaining a good moral character. Women are excluded, & there are additional qualifications required for persons not born within the State.
On the second Monday in May (the dates at present merely for exemplification) the freemen of the district meet. The meeting takes place in an apartment designed for this purpose in the School House. This apartment is on the plan of a Legislative Hall, & is provided with tables, seats, the implements of writing, &c. for each member. The meeting is an assembly of record. The oldest magistrate in the District presides or in his absence, & if no magistrate be present, a presiding officer is elected for the time. This meeting is authorized, in subserviency to general laws, to assess taxes for repairs of the School, for penalties or transgressions of their regulations, for the support of teachers, to appoint a Collector, & inforce the collection. The offices of the District are a Treasurer, a Register, a Collecter, & a Commisioner. This last is appointed to carry into effect the several regulations adopted by the Meeting. He superintends the School. He draws on the Treasurer. He reports concerning the School.
The freemen of the District meet quarterly, oftener if there be occasion. They receive reports & act upon them. They have annual reports, in May. These are authorized by them & delivered into the several towns. As will be shown, hereafter, in this way a general statement is made out of the State of Instruction, in every part of Utopia, to be presented to the Legislature annually, & by them published.
All reports are matter of record. No transaction relative to the business of the District can be concealed, or destroyed.-The Register is open to the inspection of every citizen.
The Districts of all those towns which are situated neither in MidCounty, nor in the County Towns of the Middle Counties will contain from  to  freemen, or voters. The population of such towns is computed at about ,. 23 The districts in the several County Towns, with the exception of the whole of MidCounty, will contain from  to  voters. The population is estimated at ,.
The districts of the Midl. Townships, with the exception of the Capital, will contain from  to  voters. Population about ,.
In the Capital, the population not exceeding ,. 24 The Districts will be more numerous perhaps. This is a question not yet settled. The whole population of Utopia is about ,.
In all the preceeding computation it must be kept in view that tho' the Districts in the four internal Societies may be nearly equal in population, yet the central society Districts will always be most populous, so that allowing a given number of freemen to any town, they must not be supposed equally divided into the several districts. All professional men, above the immediate demand of any Society-such as Lawyers-may be supposed to affect of choice, the central Societies. Mechanics of Trading will also crowd thither. The four external societies will principally consist of farmers. The population, of consequence, will be more sparse.
The scheme which I purpose to explain is so simple, yet so complicate that I am surrounded with difficulties in discussing it, at every foot of my way. I find it next to impossible to exhibit a view of the fundamental divisions of my Republic without the mention of purposes to be answered by them, but which can only be comprehended by a connected view of the whole government & economy. Many things must be overlooked for the present; & I must return, at intervals to my single divisions, as my progress will best permit. The present chapters are only hints, or fragments of a whole hereafter to be reunited on paper, as now in imagination.
The great end to be effected by the Society or parochial divisions, is the support of the Ministry. Other valuable objects are accomplished by it; perhaps more valuable.
All freemen are Society voters.-They form annual & quarterly, or more frequent meetings, as in the Districts. These meetings consist of the freemen in the whole Society or four Districts. They meet in a Society Halla building devoted to this & other purposes-to be described hereafter. It is material to note only that the meeting is, like that of the District, a meeting of record-& the form of proceeding in all essential respects the same. The presiding officer is called the Moderator-the parish Clerk is Secretary to the Meeting.
In these meetings, the times for which are established by Law, the freemen, regulate the concerns of the Central School (see p.  Journal Vol. II) make laws conformable to general principles fixed by the Legislature &c. for the interior order of the Society; determine on their ministerial concerns-i.e. the settlement of a Clergyman, his salary, &c. &c.-& go thro' with the several Elections as mentioned in Chapter. III Sect.  Journal Vol. II-p. .
The population of no Society in the State is less than . The assemblies of the Parish, if all the voters are present, will seldom fall short of  or , in the least populous Societies.
The Officers of the Society are-a clerk, a Treasurer, a Collector, a Commissioner for the Central School, a Commissioner for transacting all the parochial concerns of the ministry, except such as are purely religious, an Inspecter, a Lister, & a supervisor. The Clerk answers to the Register of the district. The Commissioner of the Central School performs the same duties in relation to that, that are performed by the Com. For the District School. The parochial Commissioner is an officer whose business it is to determine (in conjunction with others to be mentioned by & by) the The Supervisor is an officer chosen from each Society to act for it, in conjunction with those of the other Parishes, who form a board. They are entrusted with the economical concerns of the town. Each, in his own society, attends to the execution of measures jointly agreed upon. They manage the fund of the town, take care of the poor, have charge of the common lands, timber, &c in short form the Executive of the Town & Laws-& to them all others, except the state officers for each town are, in some sort, only ministers. Their power & duties will be more completely developed as we proceed. They report quarterly to the Societies-their annual report, together with that of all other town officers, is published. They are annually elected. (In New England they are called Select=men.)
Beside these officers it may be found necessary to create others. This will be best seen when the structure of the State of Utopia is more fully developed.
Each Society maintains a clergyman. He may be of what denomination they please. In general the clergy are Calvinistic-some episcopalians, some Baptists, some few Universalists or Socinians. These last are chiefly found in the large towns. No Quakers, no Methodists, no Catholics are in Utopia. The law, therefore, is not oppressive, but springs out of the condition of Society. 25 Had the people consisted of Quakers, there had been no such law as that which obliges each parish to maintain public worship. 26 The state leaves to the parishes the choice of their clergyman & to a certain extent the amount of his salary. It must, however, fall within certain bounds. A fund is provided for their support, in part. The remainder is to be made up by the Society itself. The same regulation extends to schools. A fund is provided for their support. To this it is intentionally unequal. The deficiency is made up by voluntary taxation on each District; nor can any benefit be derived from the fund, unless the deficiency is supplied, & the school actually maintained. Besides, the failure of any district to maintain a school subjects it to heavy penalties. The district is permitted, under certain restrictions, to select its own teacher; but they can not allow less or more than two points established by law; one to inforce their self-taxation, the other to restrain them from extravagance. The general principles & course of instruction are determined by an authority under the Law.
        
As we proceed, the embarassments complained of at the commencement of the last title increase. At every step of our progress it becomes more difficult to describe the constitution of each civil division without involving in it some ill=timed account of the institutions which it includes.
The town is an important branch of the State. Every town sends a member to the Legislature. The mode of election has been already described. Each town is a corporation for its own internal regulation-conformable to general laws. It has power to erect or pull down a market-place, to lay out & pave a street, to supply itself with water, to convert certain of its grounds to purposes of pleasure, or improvement, to build mills, to restrain any citizen from the wasteful disposition of his property, to regulate the mode of building, &c. &c. &c. 28 There are enumerated merely to afford some idea of the nature of the power vested in these species of corporation.
Every town has a Clerk or Recorder. He prepares all the records of the town, as contradistinguished from the several parishes of which it is composed. All conveyances of real estate, & evidences of titles thereto, within the town, are recorded in his Office. He is the Clerk at the regular & extraordinary town meetings.
Every town has a treasurer. There is a general Inspector to each town. He is distinct from the Parish Inspectors, who form no Board, but who are all, in some degree, subservient to him. Thus-when any general plan of improvement is adopted by the Legislature, some part of the execution The stated meetings, in all the Divisions, are ordinarily sufficient for all the purposes for which they were constituted. The town-meetings seldom fail of accomplishing all their business, at two sessions. I had forgot to observe that they nominate, & the Societies appoint all town officers, not otherwise elected, such as the town-Treasurer, the Town Collector, the Commissioner for the Academy, the Town=Inspector, the recorder &c. All these appointments are annual but the same officer may be appointed during his whole life.
          
On this title there is very little to remark, at present. The County is a Corporation for certain purposes. If any measure is to be taken in which the State is not particularly interested but which concerns the County, a meeting of the County may be called. A county meeting will consist of two or three delegates from each Town; authorized to determine finally on the business referred to them. For these meetings always have relation to some particular propositions or subject. The expence is borne by the County. A meeting customarily happens once a year. It will be apparent hereafter what purposes beside those of taxation &c. may be answered by this meeting. Perhaps it may be necessary to have the sessions semiannually, or oftener. On this I have not yet determined.
But the County is a more important division, in various other respects, than as a Corporation merely. It is convenient for the administration of Justice, the communication of instruction to youth, the collection & circulation of Moral, Medical, Agricultural, Jural, & Literary information. It facilitates the transmission of every kind of intelligence, & prosecution of every plan of improvement. 30 Most of the County officers, are appointed by Government. It is yet to be determined how far their nomination may be left with County meetings. The County, however, have power to appoint Committees for the execution of all plans lawful for them to carry into effect. They, like the smaller divisions, are liable to be fined as well as authorized to fine. They appoint their own treasurer. They collect their own tax.
I have thought fit to put together a few ideas under this title. AS all the parts of my plan must, in some degree, proceed together what is now delivered, like what has gone before, must be considered as no more than memoranda for future use. 32 Each county has its Medical Society, which is constituted in the following manner. 33 The whole number of Parishes in a County is forty five, & such is the state of professional learning in the Republic, that each Parish may be supposed to possess a Physician, Surgeon, or Apothecary qualified for a place in such a Society. 34 In the County Towns the number will be greater, so that, on an average, we may allow sixty members to all the County Societies, with perhaps the addition of twenty or thirty to the Mid County.
The officers of the County Societies are a Chairman, Clerk, Treasurer, Librarian, & four Censors. The business of these officers is sufficiently designated by their titles.
The Societies have a Hall of Meeting assigned them in their respective Colleges. They meet quarterly. Each meeting continues a whole day, at least. Frequently two. The Chairman is expected to deliver a discourse at the annual meeting. At every meeting the members present such papers as they have prepared. These are read. They are referred to the Censors. At each meeting any member proposes whatever Hint, Doubt, & Inquiry he please. These are registered by the Clerk. If time permit at the same meeting, each member is questioned in his turn, & his communication on the subject, if any, is entered. But more commonly these Inquiries &c. lie over to the next meeting, when the members are supposed to come better prepared on the several subjects. Their replies may be verbal, or in writing. Every thing on these topics is entered into a book denominated the Register of Hints, Doubts, & Inquiries. Beside this there is a Register of Facts. This is composed of solitary facts, verbally communicated, or in writing, at the several meetings. These Registers are under the guardianship of the Censors. The County Societies have each a periodical publication. It appears quarterly, & consists of such extracts from these Registers as the Censors may deem proper to lay before the public. Their discretion is arbitrary, except that the Societies may direct them to publish any particular communication. Nor are these Society publications limited to their own materials. The College meet semi-annually, as the seat of government, during the Session of the Legislature.
As all communications made to the County Societies are referred to the Censors-(I speak with exception of the Registers)-they are bound to select such as are worthy of being transmitted to the College, to transmit them accordingly to one of the Corresponding Secretaries. It is their duty likewise to make out & forward to the College, a quarterly Report of Health in such cases, & a quarterly Meteorological Report. Two Reports on each subject consequently are presented from every County at each meeting of the college.
The first business of the college is to go thro' with such affairs as were in train at their previous session. Next they receive and hear all communications from Foreign & Domestic Associates, from unassociated correspondents, from adjuncts, & from Fellows. Next the communications from the several societies. After hearing the first question is, ''Shall this Communication be referred to the Committee of Publications?'' If answered affirmatively-it goes to them of course-; if negatively, ''shall it lie for specific discussion?''-the affirmative reply detains it to undergo a conversational inquiry into the subject. This frequently befalls the most ingenious & interesting essays, & is not a mark of disapprobation. The negative induces a third question-''Shall it lie for general discussion?'' If affirmative, an inquiry follows whether it be an essay worthy of impression. This is to allow opportunity for the author to defend his performance, & show cause why it merits publication: If negative-the piece may be withdrawn, or it is preserved in the library of the College-& its title inserted in the Catalogue of mss. Even this has sometimes happened to mss. of merit, which have afterward been approved, and gone thru with applause. Nor is it certain that, when a reference is made to a committee of Publication that they will decree the impression. If they do not, however, they must state their reasons. The College examine them with the piece & affirm or annul their report. In this last case they must publish.
The College publish two volumes-one seminannually. These consist of the Communications from all quarters, analytically arranged-or according to subjects. The semi-annual Reports of the College on the Health of the State, & on Meteorology &c. form part of each volume. The President's annual discourse is inserted in the next proceeding publication.
As it is the duty of the Censors of each Society to make quarterly Reports of Health to the College, so it is the duty of the College to make semi-annual Reports of Health to the Legislature. For this purpose the joint Committees of Publication & Examination are a Commission. These Reports to the Legislature include every circumstance of Meteorology &c. necessary to convey precise ideas on the subject of the Public Health. I shall shew in another place the use made of these important communications by the Legislature.
I forgot to notice that each medical Society has its committee of examination, the use of these committees is principally to save time to the principal Collegiate Committee. Any person desirous of practising Physic, Surgery, or the Apothecary's art, must first apply to some County Committee of Examination. No inquiry is made as to the age, term of apprenticeship, &c. it is only necessary that the applicant bring a certificate or proper evidence of his good moral character. Of the force of his evidence the Committee are judges. If satisfied in this respect, they proceed to careful examination, which always takes place as a quarterly meeting of the Society, & is always public. After the examination, if they are so far convinced of the capacity & knowledge of the applicant, they sign a note to the Collegiate Examiners, importing that the bearer is by them deemed worthy of being admitted to their examination. This note must be presented to the Collegiate Examiners at the semi-annual meeting of the College. They proceed to examine, & publicly. These examinations are always minute & long. If they are satisfied, a certificate to this effect is given to the President of the College, who, thereupon, recommends the applicant to the University for his final audit. In the University he is obliged publicly to defend, at a commencement, a medical specimen, against the objections of the several Professors. The specimen having been previously printed, in English, at the expence of the University, and distributed to the spectators on the preceding days. Nor is this defence to be merely nominal. The medical part of the Commencement seldom occupies less than one, sometimes nearly two, days. It is not, indeed, expected of every candidate that he completely sustain every part of his doctrines. A candid avowal of their insufficiency will not be construed to his discredit, should the argument of the Professor convince him of it. The defence finished, the Professors ballot. If in favor of the Candidate, the Chancellor of the University declares him qualified to practice the art he has chosen, & permits it in Utopia, & a certificate to this effect issues under the seal, & with the signatures of the Professors of the University, with no expence to the new Licentiate. But no doctors' degrees are conferred. Such has been the abuse of titles of this kind that the University of Utopia is not permitted to institute them, & it estimates its character too highly to place its Licentiates on a level with the doctors ground thro' examination, & diplomad by a few guineas. 35 The approbation of this Institution conferred on merit only, & guaranteed by this public disposal of it, in the face of so many witnesses, in a language comprehended by all, & after a previous test so strict, is valued as it ought to be. At first the number of Licentiates was small. But now, no youth of generous ambition will content himself, except under peculiar circumstances, without the evidence of having passed this ordeal, & as it is not meanly confined to those who have pursued their studies in Utopia, candidates frequently appear from every part of the Continent. Of this celebrated University I shall hereafter give a full account.
To return to the College. The library of this Institution is composed of the rarest & most expensive works, collected with great care, & at the expence of the State, from every part of the world. It includes no common work, at present, however valuable. Its primary object not being yet accomplished. These are confined to the Libraries of the County Societies & of individuals. The Museum is contrived to aid the purposes of instruction in the University of Utopia.
It seems unnecessary to add that the power of taxation, expulsion of members, &c &c belong to the College.
No person can practice Physic, Surgery, Farriary, or be Apothecary in Utopia, unlicensed by the University.
. Smith's plan expands female education beyond what was customary even in New England, and he does not seem to provide for separate institutions for boys and girls. Smith's respect for females' intellect is demonstrated throughout the Diary, and he occasionally made the point directly. Writing to his sister Abigail, a student at Sally Pierce's renowned Litchfield Academy, Smith wrote of the ''young women of Lichfield'': ''Every instance of their assertion of their talents & right to use them, in how small a degree soever, is so much gained. It is a good deal to become convinced of their own powers; it is something more to convince others of their capacity'' (Friday,  September ; Diary ).
. Although reluctant to mandate that all girls be educated through the collegiate level, Smith seems to imply that all boys will be. This inclusiveness sharply differentiates his scheme from the plans of both Thomas Jefferson and Mary Wollstonecraft. Jefferson's ''Bill for the More General Diffusion of Knowledge,'' drafted in , had set forth a system of common schools for Virginia that proposed free tuition only for the term of three years and expected only boys of ''the best and most promising genius and disposition'' to advance beyond the primary level. See Honeywell Appendix A. This Bill was finally passed in , but Arrowood explains that an amendment that left it to each county to determine for itself when to carry out the Bill's provisions rendered it meaningless (). It's possible that the Bill's fate influenced Smith's thoughts on the need for public education. Wollstonecraft believed that ''after the age of nine, girls and boys, intended for domestic employments, or mechanical trades, ought to be removed to other schools, and receive instruction, in some measure appropriated to the destination of each individual'' (). Mrs. Tracy, it's worth noting, was an admirer of ''Miss W's sketches of a plan of national education'' (SBT to James Morris,  January ; Diary ).
. Smith's description of the University of Utopia is not unlike his mentor Benjamin Rush's  proposal for a national university. Smith's insistence on nominal or free tuition and his apparent wish that all or almost all of Utopia's young men attend college and university differentiates his vision from Rush's more elitist one, however, and in fact allies him to the more democratic vision of Noah Webster, who proposed a system of public schools designed to educate all citizens. Rush and Webster's plans are discussed in Robson -. Smith's view that a university education should take ten years, a point he reiterates later, is noteworthy, and perhaps reflects the frustration he felt at his own truncated medical education and at the experience of his friend James Kent, whose courses in the law were poorly attended because, Smith felt, young law clerks were discouraged by their employers from continuing their educations (Diary ; Letter to John Allen,  January ).
. Smith's Utopia, clearly, is no haven from taxes; even his Medical Societies, as will be seen below, can levy them. Smith's views on taxes found expression in his  letter to John Allen, of the Connecticut legislature. ''In my view,'' he wrote, ''the whole property comprehended in a state, is the State's property; & ought to be apportioned to the necessities, & capacities of doing good, of each citizen'' (Diary ).
. It's not clear that Smith modeled this tuition scheme, which would come to characterize America's state universities, on any existing institution. In , Robson () writes, Dartmouth's president John Wheelock had offered Vermont students free education if Vermont's state legislature would aid the college, but he had been turned down.
. Benjamin Rush's plan for a national university would have made gradua-
